A Workhouse Kipling Family

John Kipling married Jane Taylor in 1819 at Christ Church, Fulham.!

In September 1830, they had children Matilda Amelia and George baptised, Matilda
being aged 2.
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Fulham All Saints

Four years later, things were clearly not going well for labourer John, as Matilda and
another child, James aged 2, had to be admitted to St Pancras Workhouse.
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Another daughter, Jane, was admitted in July 1835.
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1834 admittance

1 have not been able to trace John’s origins, although it is possible he is the son, born 1781 in
Sunderland, of John and Susannah Kipling, the actors. John senior was last heard of in London.



In August 1835, the whole family was admitted and mother Jane gave birth to a
daughter, Amelia, the following month.
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St Pancras Workhouse 1835 '

James was baptised at the same time that Amelia was baptised.
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John was readmitted in November 1835 and appears to have died the following
March.
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Son James died later in 1836.
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St Pancras. June 1836

Matilda and Amelia were living in the workhouse at the time of the 1841 census.
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St Pancras Workhouse. 1841Census

George nearly got himself killed in 1842 after escaping from the workhouse. The
report below states that he was fatherless.

Lincolnshire Chronicle - 9 September 1842




Four Bovs Suvrrocaren.—On Thursday morning
much excitement pervaded the neighbourhoods of Cam-
den-town and St. P q of the follow.
ing truly shocking oceurrence taking place in Rhodes's
brick-ficlds, on the western side of Maiden-lane. It
appears that Jumes Porsley, the foreman, and a man
named Clarke, in the employ of Mr. Rhodes, went to
work yesterday mormng about five o,clock, in the brick-
field, where they had left the kiln burning the over night.
They had been there but a few minutes, when Porsley
fancied he heard a low mouaning proceed from the top of
the kiln. He led, and on reaching the top, he dis-
covered the bodies of four boys, three apparently perfectly
lifeless, and the fourth nearly so. He immediately gave
information to the police, and police-sergeant Shaw,
No. 4 S, with some of liis men, removed the bodies to
St. Paneras workhouse, where they were identified as
those of David Carrol, aged 11 years ; George Kipling,
13; Edward Lester, 14; the whole of whom had run
awny at different intervals from the workhouse, and
William Burke, also aged 11 years, lately residing with

, in conse

his parents at No. 9, A:hby.st;ect, King's-cross. Carroll
and Burke were quite dead, both apparently from the
effects of soffocation; the latter was also mueh burnt
about the arms and legs. The boys Kiplir.lg and Les‘m-
were apparently dying and in strong conVl.nlslor.ls. in which
state they were at once conveyed to University College
Hospitul, and placed under the care of Dr- Liston.  The
three boys who had escaped from the workhouse hud
been begging about the neighbourhood for some days
past, and, it is supposed, the last nigl}t or two having
become colder, they retired to the brick-kilu to s.leep.
The mother of the boy Burke stated, that she believed
her son had been enticed away by the other boys. On
inquiring at the hospital lust evening, it was found that
Lester was also dead, and there was no possibility of the
boy Kipling surviviog.— Times of Friday.

Bath Chronicle and Weekly Gazette - 9 August 1842

Matilda had an illegitimate child of her own in 1847...
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St Pancras October 1847

.. who came to a unhappy end fifty years later.

Her Usual State: A Walwerth
Woman Killed by Drink.

At the Newington Coroner’s Court, on Tuesday
evoning, Mr. G. P. Wyatt beld an uiry con-
O e Thhe W ik
i WOIAD, iving a 9
Walwerth, which resuited from excessive
alcobolism. Timotby Robert Edge said that
deceased, who was his stepdaughter, was addicted
to habits of intemperance, About 9 o'clock last
Wednesday night witoeas arrived home and
found 1 or the mat at the foot of
the stairs. He ‘t think much of it at the
ti-o.c:ll he often found l.ﬂ'h that state, :
medi man was subseguently summoned, w
pronounced life extinct, She was all right when
witness left home in the morning. Ellen
a neighbour, said that she saw deceased in the
abount 3 o'clock in the afternoon, and she
then to have beenm drinking

n
g. Coroner: It was ber uscal state, I .:!{g"-

Witness: Yes, Dr. W, F. Heuley, of

Kent-road, wh> made an an the y,
stated that all the o:n- were through
drink. The eause of death was pe from

excessive alooholism. A verdict to effect was
returned by the jary,

South London Press, 1 May 1897

It is possible that George may have survived his kiln experience and that it was him

found guilty of larceny in 1848.
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Amelia Kipling was admitted in 1849 and then “taken home to her mother”
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George was also readmitted to the workhouse in April 1850, a labourer, and
discharged in June.
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Amelia, by now working as a servant, was admitted in June.
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George was admitted again in July and August.
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In November 1850, Amelia was brought in by a police constable.
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At the time of the 1851 census (31 March) , mother Jane was working as servant to a
barrister in Chancery Lane
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and Amelia was resident in the workhouse.
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1851 Census St Pancras Workhouse

A few months later, Jane was admitted to the Westminster workhouse, with a
daughter Mary Ann, born c1837.



Westminster, July 1851.

On 3 June 1851, a Mary Kipling was admitted to St Pancras, also by a constable.
Possibly this was Mary Ann.
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The following day she was discharged to the care of her sister, presumably Amelia.
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The next year, Amelia was somewhat overeager to be readmitted!

CLERKENWELL.—No ONE THERE AT ALL, SIR.—
Amelia Kipling was charged with breaking windows at St.
Pancras Workhouse.

On Friday night she demanded assistance from the paro-
chial authorities, and because she could not obtain all she
wanted, she demolished several squares of glass at the vestry-
room.

In answer to the charge, prisoner said * There wasno one
there at all, sir, when I did it.”

She was ordered to pay the amount of damage, or be im-
prisoned a month,

Morning Herald (London) - I\_/Ionday 12 Jz;nuary 1852
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In 1853, George (aka William Kipling/Brown) was convicted at the Old Bailey of_ a
more serious burglary with violence, resulting in a sentence of 7 years transportation.

CLERKENWELL.—William Kipling, Juhn Smith,
Jahn Venables, and John Triphook, aliss Royal, well-known
convicted thieves, were finally examined before Mr. Corrie,
charged with baving been concerned in a burglary in the
dwelling-house of Mr. John Bromley, No. 3, Great Ormond-
street, Queen-square, and also with numerous other
burglaries.

[t appeared from the evidence of Mr. Bromley, whose face |
exhibited marks of violence, that on Friday evening week he
retired to rest with his wife after the doors, &c., had been
carefully fastened. About five o’clock on the following
morning be was alarmed out of his sleep by a moise in the
lower part of the house, when he got up, and on proceeding |
to the back yard, he perceived a light in the kitchen. On
asking “Who's there?’ he received no reply, and on
entering the passage the prisoner Kipling rushed into his
arms. They struggled together, und tha prisoner got
from him, He then seized Smith, and whilst struggling

| with him, Kipling gave him a blow on the hea! with some
weapon, which rendered him nearly senseless. Mrs. Brom-
| ley, who was awoke out of her sleep, called “* Polica! ** but |
| before the arrival of assistance, the prisoners made their |
| escape from the house. Considerable property of value was |
| found packed up, all ready to have been removed from the
| premises. Information was given at the police-station in

unter-street, Brunswick-square,with & description of the
thieves, who were well known to Mr. Inspector Checkly and
the officers, when Coffee and Smee, detactive officers of the |
E division, went to work, and apprehended the whole of the |
prisoners at a house in Carey-street, called the ** Rookery,” |
| St. Giles’s, where they found skeleton and pickluck keys, |
'and other implements of housebreaking. I

Mr. and Mrs. Bromley positively identifial the prisoners |
Kipling and Smith, but they denied the charge.

- They, bowever, were fuly committed for trial.

. Coffee, the officer, said that he had traced numerous
burglaries and other robberies by the prisoners to have been

- committed in the neighbourhood of Gravesend, &c., and the

~ stolen property was found in their possession, the owners of

. which were now in attendance to identify the articles pro-

' duced, and to prosecute.

Mcr. Corrie said there was every probahility of Kipling and |
Smith being convicted and transported for the burglary at
Mr. Bromley’s, but if by any chance they should be ac-
quitted, they might again be apprehended and taken down

| to Gravesend, to which place he would send Venables and

l Triphook alias Royal, to be examined by the magistrates of
that place.

' Coffee and Smee said the whole of the prisoners had heen
convicted of felony, and they could produce ~ertificates to !

that effect against them. 1

Morning Post - Tuesday 15 February 1853

410. GEORGE KIPLING and EDWARD SMITH, burghriouly
breaking and entering the dwelling house of Peter Browley, n: Ming
I copper, and other articles ; his goods : and feloniously cutting a0 wounding

the said Peter Bromley. e .
Mg. CoopER conducted the Prosecution. :
Perer Bromrey. I live at No. 8, Great Omondqaeoﬁ‘nnml(l;;qm;r
is my dwelling house, and in the parish of St. George the-Martyr. o
I went to bed between 11 and 12 o'clock, leaving the hounse door 0:'“ o
~1 sleep in the back parlour—when I had been in bed three ml’: ‘:uck .-
I heard some one going along the passage, and saw & light in the h‘ guk
—1I then heard some one come in from the yard, and go down ,:awktki ey
kitchen—1I saw the lights flaring on the yard wall through the °w g 8
window, and | heard a slop-pail moved—1 then got up, and "T:; b u'g
of the kitchen stairs, and saw a light in the back kitchen—1I cal :)iu v
lodger, who I thought was below, to know who was there, and no



answered—I then stepped back about two feet from the top of the stainy. |
thought 1 heard some one mouve, went to the head of the stairs again, look'ed
over, and saw a man, who is the prisoner Kipling, standing at the bottom—
there was a candle burning in the back kitchen; I could not see wher i
was, but from the light there | could see—1 was about ten feet off Kipling,
I am quite sure he is the person—I said, ““ Who are you?" or, “ What 4,
you want? " but he made no answer—I then stepped back again; | did yg
get so far as the parlour door, when they came up, and I caught Kipling i
my arms—I did not see him at that moment, because 1 turncd myself rourd,
and caught Smith ; and while I was struggling with Smith, Kipling returned
and struck me in the eye—Kipling then went to the front door, and I sawbis
face at that time; I am convinced he is the man— Kipling then went out, s
the other one after him—1I did not see his face, but he was about the size of
Smith—my eye was cut down about an inch ; it did not bleed very much=|
think it was done with a brick—I had left my wife in bed—I followed the
prisoners to the door, and called, ** Police ! "

Cross-examined by Mr. Rizron. Q. Did you fasten the door yoursl

this night? A, Yes; but my lodger came in aftcrwards, about half past 13
o'clock—he is not here—he was the last in—this happened about 5 o'clock
in the morning—1I first saw Kipling at the bottom of the stairs, between the
front and back kitchen doors—1I could see him without looking over the ban
nister, there is not above two feet with bannister a! all —there are fourtees
steps—the light was in the back kitchen—when I went down afterwards, the
light was burning, stuck into 1he end of the dresser ; I dare say 1 stood at the
top of the stairs looking at Kipling, a minute ; he was standing quite still-
I did not see the other man— after 1 saw Kipling there, it was not more tha
a minute, or half a minute before the men came up—I bad not heen into the
bedroom—when they came up I caught Kipling in my arms ; he got away,
and just as he got away the other one came np—there was no candle, bat
the passage is not so dark ; they both got away eventually—from the time |
got out of bed till they got away, was about four or five minutes—my wik
came out before they got away, but how long before 1 cannot say ; I did st
lose any property.

Susan Bromiey. [ am the wife of last witness. I recollect the monisg
when the house was broken into; 1 saw both the prisoners, they had to pas
my door to get into the street— I saw them both pass—I am positite Smith
is one of them, ‘but I could not see the other one’s face—there is a light out:
side the door, directly opposite the fanlight—I saw Smith again on the fok
lowing Thursday at the police office—I am sure he is the man.

Cross-examined. Q. When you came out were the men just going lnﬂ
A. They were scuffling on the top of the stairs with my husbaud, and they
ran past me the moment I came out—1I believe Kipling to be the other ms
by his stature ; I never saw Smith before; I was taken to the station by two -
constables to see him on the following Thursday—they came to our hous,
and said they wanted us to go to the station to see if we could identify tw
men they had taken; and we picked these two out of three—1I am able #
speak to Smith, by the glare of the lamp thrown on his face—the lamp
is opposite the fanlight; the bedroom door is about two yards from
staircase,

GeorGe Davis (policeman, E 1). On the morning of the 5th, I wa
called from my beat in Great Ormond-street by Mr. Bromley, nr}d went &
No. 3—I went into the kitchen and found a copper, and other articles (prv
duced) in a bag in the centre of the kitchen.



perer Bromiey re-examined. I wentinto the kitchen after Davis, and
saw this sack there—it dues not belong to me—the things in it are mine ;
the copper had been taken out of the brickwork in which it was set, and the
piler was before, under the dresser ; these aré worth about 3l

Jaxes Corree (policeman, E 31). In consequence of information, I
went in search of the prisoners, and saw them on Thursday, the 10th, in a
street in St. Giles's ; an hour or two after I saw them, through the window,
in 8 room—] went in, and told them I wanted them on suspicion of a bur-

on the previous Saturday, at Ormond-street ; Kipling said, “ Very well”

—1'gave them into the custody of some constables who were with me, and

Kipling said, “1 will' be b—— if I go,” and knocked the candle out—I

searched him, and found 3s. or 4s. on him. :

Winiam Suee (policeman, E 810). I took Smith into custody—this
pit of boots and shoes, and a cap (produced) I found at Mr, Bromley’s
house; they were left there on the night of the robbery—on the night pre-,
vious to the robbery, I saw Smith with a cap on similar to this one—to
best of my belief these shoes are Smith's, be says they do not fit him, but he
could make them fit if he liked. -

Psres BroMLey re-ezamined. These shoes were left at my feet, and the
cap was left in my hand—1 gave them to the officer. :

Cross-ezamined. Q. You took the cap off the head of the man you were
struggling with? 4. Yes; off Smith's head.

Witiam SuEE re-e.amined by Mz. Kisrox. I and Cotfée tried the
shoes on Smith at the station house, but he would not let them go on, he
would not put his beel down; he said they were not big enough for him—
they were brought to the police office—he did not there in the presence of
the Magistrate, and in my presence, ask to have them tiied on—I saw him
in George-street, St. Giles, ou the night before- the robbery, with a similar
ap on to this— I cannot say that this is the same one—that was not the first
time I bad seen him with a cap, and I have not seen him with one sinee ; he
had a different one on when taken into custody—(another cap similar fo the
one produced was here handed to the witness by Mg. Risrox)—this is not the
same cap—this one (the first) is the one found in the house. ol

Mg. Coorer. Q. In your opinion, if it had not been for Smith's resist-
ance would the shoes have fitted him ? A. Yes. 3 :

JAMEs CoPFEE re-examined. ] was at the police court—I spoke about
the shoes to the Magistrate, and Smith was agreeable to have them tried on,
but 1 found I had not brought them with me—Smee was not there at the
time—1 brought the shoes at the second examination, but they were not tried
on, as the depositions had been taken. -

KIPLING. ) :
SMITH, | Guilty of Stealing.
(The prisoners were further charged with having been-before convicted.)
Cuasues Harr ( policeman, E 99). 1 produce a certificate (read: Wil-
liom Brown, alias George Kipling, convicted here, Feb. 1849, having-been
before convicted ; confined one year)— Kipling is the same person.
Tuomas Ecentos (policeman, E 51). 1 produce a certificate (read :
Edward Lewis, alias Jokn Brown, convicted here, Nov. 1849, having been

before convicted ; confined nine n.onths—Smith is the person there described.

KIPLING—GuiLty. Aged 23.
SMITH—Guirty. Aged 23. } Transported for Seven Years.
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I have found no records of George’s arrival in Australia not of his subsequent fate
elsewhere.

In 1854, Amelia gave birth to an illegitimate son, Edward, at the workhouse.
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Edward died just 4 days old and was buried at St Pancras parish chapel.
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The following year, Amelia had another child, Amelia, who died just one hour old.
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St Pancras workhouse. 1855

!
\"0’(0, > ‘uno‘:tt .I / /‘:l) ¢ I‘)OH -10\ /a”l.

. Q; ’
]85«- @ ”Ondcn/ ‘....um? /""  Admitted. /( ‘&

. --—.‘-" ' L-——s “E. e ol . u( e (a A?L
i ‘ .”‘ ' ’6 /‘) ut',((‘” @'lm'-n -oi c\ld‘“ncc{ﬂ,ﬂ LB,
R - -  Hohlond>
2 ” .;J,""“ld ,.‘W.,.ﬂ ol o Yo ’ ; A
v » (\lnoa‘-/’ (Y8 ""““l.a 3““‘"“"71
l/ ' }Il{l)l"(t’ B ‘ : = L




Meanwhile, in February 1855, Jane had been admitted to the St Martins-in-the-Field
Workhouse. This was located immediately behind the National Gallery on what had
been the old St Martin’s burial ground.
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She was discharged in July but was admitted again because of illness in November
1856. In June 1857, it appears she was sent back to St Pancras parish.

- -

" Parish St. Martin in the%éﬁ‘“ Monilay, / = %ne_) lsy”

Persons Admimd into the Workhonse in thg previdns Week :

“whose | Under what s | 5 Een
Circumstances Observations upon the Case. Application. Decision of the Board.
\dmllto l» [
‘/y it 4,6;,., ///1 ///,/ /, g ot
f s [7,1.‘ —,,/_4_ /zlu(//aL 5

%.// el IL/ ///341/‘ f/ﬂ

Jane was admitted to St Pancras workhouse for the last time in 1858
Saint Panoras Workhouse, sl 18568,
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and died there in 1860 of pneumonia, her occupation being given as “nurse”.
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In 1858, Amelia was also admitted to the workhouse.
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A few months later she given birth to a third illegitimate child, who this time

survived. ’
; AW Doy
/’I/ //"%”,-/.uil/‘/’" T}?;'I,f;f:ll'll-"' MOt
.,éa///u L ‘ ; //
[No. 26147 l : y
St Pancras, Camden, Nov 1858 ’

1 I



Younger sister, Mary Ann, aged 19 had also got into the family way at the same time.
She was employed making oakum (unpicking old rope to make caulking for ships)

and had a daughter Mary Ann in late 1858.
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In February 1859, Amelia was admitted, apparently with a 4 week old son Charles
Edward, which is curious, as Martha Matilda would have been nearly six months old

at the time.
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Both sisters were admitted together the following month, Amelia this time with the

correct child!
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Mary Ann junior died of convulsions following prolonged diarrhoea age just 9 months

and was buried by the workhouse.
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Mary (Martha) Ann was subsequently admitted on two occasions later in 1859
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as was Amelia.
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Amelia then seems to have had marriage banns called with a Charles Miales at St
Clement Danes in 1860, although there is no record that the marriage was ever
registered.
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Amelia and Martha Matilda were subsequently admitted to the workhouse on a dozen
or more other occasions over the next few years.

In 1861, Amelia and Martha were living with a James Gobey.
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Martha Matilda was twice admitted for short periods to the Central London District
Poor Law School at Hanwell in 1861.
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Banns were read between Amelia and James Gobey in 1863 but the marriage did not
proceed.

St Peter, Regent Square. 1863

Later that year, Amelia and Martha were admitted to the workhouse in December,
spending Christmas in the workhouse. In January they were discharged with 2
shillings.

‘ » /lu //)n'/r/ ,A»’Aﬂ.%&[/:/- /,4 (ﬂ-‘g\ V4

I
1

/ r

/v /é . /%)e;—- du‘// 7/’ ,-(ﬂ/,, ':’ m"ﬂ, y
4 -t i o 7 ” v
December 1863

The last recorded admission is in 1867, when Martha was 8 years old.
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Things certainly got better for Martha, as she married in Paris in 1881, to a Belgian
Jacques Jean Storms.
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They emigrated to the USA around 1885, living in Manhattan. Their children included
Matilda and Amelia.
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1900 census, Manhattan.
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1910 census, Manhattan

It looks like mother Amelia came too, although still sadly still destitute and in need of
public assistance.
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And did Amelia’s sister Mary Ann marry Henry Skinner in 18647
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I have found no record of a Richard Edward Kipling, so it is possible that she made up
the name to disguise her illegitimacy.

Other St Pancas workhouse Kiplings.

Admitted to St Pancras workhouse in 1833 was James Kipling, aged 56.
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And an untraceable Georgina Kipling gave birth to a son George in 1858.
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St Pancras. December 1858



